Ems, the King of Prussia refused to give any such
'guarantee and telegraphed a report of the inter-
view to Bismarck.

Had the matter rested there, the tension would
have ultimately relaxed, but Bismarck's cunning
sensed an opportunity to bring about a declara-
tion of war by France. In publishing the King's
telegram, he so sub-edited the wording as to
convey the impression that France, in the person
of her Ambassador, had been ignominiously in-
sulted ; his own memoirs confess that this was
done deliberately. The result could not have
failed to satisfy the most rabid jingo. France was
immediately engulfed in a wave of hysterical war-
fever, and cries of "2 Berlin! " broke out in the
streets of Paris.

Whilst this situation had been maturing, the
complacency of OUivier's cabinet had been re-
markable. For months Napoleon had been urging
the reorganisation and increase of the armed
forces of the Empire ; in the previous year he and
his War Minister, Marshal Niel, had made similar
efforts; but both the Cabinet and Parliament
smiled sceptically at the omens in the sky. Having
resigned all autocratic power, Napoleon could not
act alone; and, worn out with disappointment
and disease, he gave up the struggle in despair.
The extent to which the French Government
was deaf to the approaching storm is strikingly